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was not shocked by the record of Ivan Michailof's
band, the many murders and incendiarism. Michailof's
men dashed across the frontier at night and raided farms
in southern Serbia, shot down the peasants, set fire to
houses, plundered, rode back. Vlada the Chauffeur,
who afterwards killed King Alexander, was a typical
bandit in the employ of Michailof, driving out in a fast
car on a moonless night, waylaying Serbs, murdering
and robbing them. The whole border had been
terrorized. According to Michailof, the ultimate effect
of this would be that the population would soon rise
in revolt and make common cause with their brethren
in Bulgaria.

The Serbs had been forced to send great numbers
of troops to guard the Bulgar frontier. Bulgaria was
caged in Serbian barbed wire. Conditions prevailed
that almost amounted to a state of war. But subse-
quently MichailoPs band was checked by Lazitch,
governor of the Vardar province. He wrote to King
Alexander, giving some remarkable advice. He said
that the Macedonians of south Serbia had not the least
desire to be united to Bulgaria. "Let the King authorize
the arming of the population, send us 200,000 rifles and
the people themselves will make peace." The timid
politicians in Belgrade were scandalized by the sug-
gestion, "Give the Macedonians arms? Why, there
would be a rebellion at once, and these people would
make common cause with Bulgaria." Lazitch, who
was a native of these parts, said, "No, you do not
understand, they are ours. They will never turn
against us." King Alexander said, "That's the man
for my money. He understands his people and trusts
them. I will trust them also." The King authorized
the distribution of arms and ammunition to the farms.
Lazitch became a great local hero. The cut-throats
from over the border had a very hot reception next
time they raided. And they were cowardly. They did
not come again. King Alexander congratulated Lazitch.